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When it comes to discussing the, 
-jto.jn- sole ui the Central Intelligence 
Agency, ex-Prcsident Harry Truman 
has impressive qualifications. He 
was ailcr all, the one who first pro- 
posed establishing the CIA, and it was 
dunr :* his administration that the 
nectary legislation was enacted. 

Zi Lv therefore o£ some significance 
that Mr. Truman, in an article writ- 
ten for North American Newspaper 
Alliance, now contends that the cloak- 
and-dagger activities which have em- 
broiled' the CIA in so much contro- 
versy since the U2 fiasco of 1060 are 
completely at odds with the ■ rolo 
• which the agency was originally de- 
Signed to fulfill 

Thai role, says Mr. Truman, was 
simply and solely to servo as an in- 
, formation agency for the Whito 
House collecting reports from' Various 
sources (principally the Army, Navy 
and State Department intelligence 
units) and correlating them for the . 
President’s use. There was never any ‘ 
intention of making the CIA an op- 
erational agency, let alone a policy- 
making arid iff the government. This, 
in Hf, . 'Truman’s opinion, , is a role 
whkh' : It should never have been al- 
lowed to assume and which should be 
terminated before it creates serious 
trouble for the nation. 

As a matter of fact, it has enmeshed 
us in some extremely uncomfortable 
situations already. The U2 affair was 
one case in point. The Bay of Pigs 
misadventure was another. In a num- 


ber, of other, situations— most recent- 
ly, in South Viet. Nam, where it ap- ’ 
parently financed the Diem regime’s, 
secret police organisation— the CIA’s 
role has been risky and ill-advised . 
at best. ' 

No doubt it is in the nature of an, , 
intelligence operation to arrogate 
power to itself.- The secrecy of its 
operations makes administrative coi> • 
troi difficult. In the case of the CIA, 
the . agency’s budget and thq, number , 
of persons it employs are closely, 
guarded secrets, known only to a few - 
members of Congress and the execu- 
tive branch. For ail practical pur - 1 
poses, it is completely & law unto i 
itself. 

This is bad business. It has - made , 
the CIA an easy target for damaging 
anti- American propaganda abroad. It : 
is sharply at odds with our own demo- : 
cratic traditions. And it has created 
a continuing risk of Involving us in 
perilous situations which could and-. 
Should be avoided. 

Obviously the work of Intelligence i 
agencies must be clandestine, even 
in relatively “open” societies like 
ours.’ The fault with the CIA is not 
that It operates in secret,- which it - 
must, but rather that it has been , 
diverted from an information arirt of 
the President to- , the status of ’ 
a virtually independent operational ’ 
agency. • 

The CIA needs its cloak., It : 
doesn’t need a dagger, and it 
shouldn't havo one. .! - • -,nt ■ 
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